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We don’t need no stinking ambulance!
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Objectives

• At the completion of this presentation, the 
participant will be able to:

• Anticipate the need to quickly transport multiple 
patients to the trauma center in response to a mass 
casualty event

• Discuss the importance of time to definitive care 
versus treatment at the scene

• Prepare for expanding patient transport options to 
vehicles other than ambulances 



Consider…



Are you prepared???



Interventions

Direct 
pressure/ 
tourniquet

Reduce pelvic 
volume

Operation

Hemostatic Agents

Splint fractures

Angio-embolization

Hemostatic 
resuscitation

What can I do about shock?



Prehospital care?



Prehospital care?



Police vs EMS transport



Police vs EMS transport



Philadelphia

• “Police personnel will transport: Persons suffering 
from a serious penetrating wound, e.g. gunshot, 
stab wound, and similar injuries of the head, neck, 
chest, abdomen and groin to the nearest accredited 
trauma center. Transportation will not be delayed 
to await the arrival of the Fire Department 
paramedics.” 

• 40 to 50 ambulances in service at any given time

• Philadelphia P.D. has > 6,000 officers
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Benefits of Police Transport

• Reduce time from injury to arrival at trauma 
center?

• Improved survival in patients with
• Severe injuries

• Gunshot wounds

• Stab wounds

• Penetrating injuries
• Most likely to benefit from early surgery

• Least likely to benefit from out of hospital interventions

• Early removal of patient from scene may reduce 
tension



Problems with Police Transport?

• Patient transport may distract police officer from 
primary law enforcement responsibilities

• Patient may receive no care at all

• May not be generalizable or applicable to rural 
areas

• But…
• Defibrillators?  Naloxone?



Dallas – Parkland Memorial

• Of our officers, only one was transported by fire-
rescue vehicle after being rescued by armored 
vehicle.

• The remainder were hastily loaded into police 
vehicle and transported.

• It’s not something we have a formal policy 
regarding however we do teach “immediate 
transport” in our Officer Down / Self-Aid Buddy-Aid 
program.

(personal communication: Alex Eastman, MD)





Orlando













Conclusions

• There is little or no proven benefit to ALS or even 
BLS prehospital care for patients with serious 
injuries in urban trauma systems

• Rapid transport of the patient to a trauma center 
for definitive care may provide more benefit than 
waiting for an ambulance (scoop and run)

• Conserve ALS resources during mass casualty 
incidents

• Make EMS systems simpler to access, reduce times, 
and modify prehospital interventions



UBER? – mobile 911 app?
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Questions?

Contact Us:

Email: indianatrauma@isdh.in.gov

Website: indianatrauma.org

Follow us on Twitter @INDTrauma
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